
 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Fri 5th Dec 7.30pm 
Ladies of Culham – Wreath 

Making 
St Paul’s Church 

Wed 10th Dec 6.30pm 

Thames Water SESRO 

presentation/Q&A – subject to 

change 

St Paul’s Church 

Wed 10th Dec 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting TBC 

Sun 21st Dec 6.30 pm Carol Service  St Paul’s Church 

Thurs 25th Dec 11.00am 
Christmas Day Service 

St Paul’s Church 
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Talking point by Revd Canon Rachel Carnegie 
 
“…and they shall call His name Emmanuel” (meaning ‘God with us’)”. Matthew 1.23 
 
I love how our community celebrates Christmas. We begin preparing the way with an 
Advent service in the Abbey, singing that lovely carol full of anticipation, ‘O come, O come, Emmanuel.’ And 
out in the village, the living Advent Calendar begins, as people gather for the opening of the first window. 
The winter dark is here, but the village is full of light and warmth, preparing for the joy of Christmas. 
 
Yet in the midst of this joy we remember that for some Christmas-time may also feel difficult. It can bring 
anxiety about the cost or about family dynamics. It can bring grief for loved ones no longer here to celebrate. 
It can bring a greater sense of loneliness when others are out merry-making. This is when the warmth and 
light of our community becomes most radiant, when warmth is about reaching out to include all who might be 
feeling lonely or sad, when light is about being together when life feels dark. At Midnight Mass on Christmas 
Eve we will read the hope-filled words from the Gospel of John: “The light shines in the darkness and the 
darkness did not overcome it.”  The darkness shall not overcome it. 
 
I heard about a crib service in a parish not far from here. The children had been asked to draw a Christmas 
picture. One little boy drew a manger but with two babies in it. When asked why, he said: “Well the vicar told 
us God is with us – so I drew baby Jesus and me together in the manger.”  The little lad had perfectly 
captured the Christmas message. 
 
In September I was fortunate to visit Bethlehem. The Church of the Nativity, usually bursting with life, felt 
deserted at this tragic time, with almost no visitors. Down some steep stairs below the church, I spent time 
quietly in the little cave believed to be the place of Jesus’ birth. The world Jesus was born into was full of 
conflict, darkness and desolation. He came to bring peace, light and salvation: God who became human to 
live in our midst and to be with us always. 
 
After visiting Bethlehem, I spoke with a friend from the Church in Jerusalem. We talked about where to find 
hope in our troubled and divided world today. He said: “For me hope is not about an easy optimism; rather it 
is knowing that God is with us.” Again, that same phrase.  
 
Malcolm Guite is a priest-poet who is coming to talk at next year’s Dorchester Festival. He wrote a poem 
called O Emmanuel, which includes these words: 
 
O come, O come, and be our God-with-us… 
Be folded with us into time and place, 
Unfold for us the mystery of grace 
And make a womb of all this wounded world. 
O heart of heaven beating in the earth, 
O tiny hope within our hopelessness 
Come to be born, to bear us to our birth…. 
 
Wishing you all a very joyous Christmas and may that light and 
warmth continue to sustain and connect us all into the new year.  
 
 

 
  



 

Team News 

ABBEY CONCERT MANAGERS REQUIRED- ARE YOU INTERESTED? 
The demand for Events to be held in the Abbey has been steadily increasing this year and we need to 
increase the number of volunteer Concert Managers who play a vital part in helping to make the events run 
smoothly. This is an opportunity to find out more about what goes on behind the scenes, meeting interesting 
artists, hearing lovely music and being the welcoming face of the Abbey to the audience. 
Training will be given. For further details please contact the Office Manager, Dorchester Abbey, Samantha 
Turner; sam@dorchester-abbey.org.uk and 01865 340007 (Mon, Wed and Fri mornings) 
Events in the Abbey 
 
All full event information and ticket links can be found via  www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/whats-on/ 

Friday 05th December 11:30am & 2pm - Moving Music Seasons Greetings. Relax instrumental and 
song performances with sing-a-long songs. Moving Music Concerts are particularly welcome people living 
with Dementia and their friends and family. To Book please email movingmusicconcerts@gmail.com 
Free/Donations www.soundresource.org.uk/whats-on  

Saturday 06th December 7:30pm - Benson Choral Society: Bach’s Christmas Oratorio This promises to 
be special in a number of ways, with a quintet of sparkling soloists, accompanied by the renowned period 
orchestra, Instruments of Time and Truth, and under the baton of new Musical Director, Tom Neal. Get 
tickets now for £20 reserved, or £17 unreserved www.bensonchoralsociety.org.uk 

Friday 12th December 7pm - Nadia Eide Winter Light National Tour. Experience the enchanting voice of 
The Voice Finalist Nadia Eide in a magical concert filled with festive music. Catapulted to fame when she 
appeared on ITV The Voice UK 2021, Nadia Eide, presents a spectacular Christmas concert for all ages. 
Tickets £15 - £24     www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/event/nadia-eide-presents-winter-light-2025-national-
tour/?instance_id=10304 

Saturday 13th December 7pm. A Night of Carols with the OSJ Voices 

To include A child is born in Bethlehem, Adam lay abounded, Deck the halls 
Ding Dong merrily on high, I saw a maiden, In dulci jubilate, Lord of the dance 
See amid the winters snow, Sing lullaby, Tomorrow shall be my dancing day 

With Malcolm Pearce organ & John Lubbock conductor. Tickets £15 - £25 https://www.osj.org.uk/osjevent/a-
night-of-carols-7pm-at-dorchester-abbey-3/ 

Monday 15th December 6:30pm - Thames Valley Air Ambulance Christmas Carol Concert  Join 
Thames Valley Air Ambulance for a magical evening of musical performances, traditional lessons, and 
festive readings.  The concert will feature some truly amazing performances from world renowned soprano, 
Sophie Bevan MBE, and the wonderful Occasions Singers. The programme will also include some favourite 
carols and readings by very special guests. Please join us for seasonal drinks and mince pies immediately 
after the service at this fundraising event. 

Tickets FREE - Pre-booked tickets are required for entry as space is limited, so reserve your place to ensure 
you don’t miss out. https://www.tvairambulance.org.uk/support-us/events/christmas-carol-concert-2025/ 

Tuesday 16th December, 7.30-9.00pm.  A Candlelit Christmas Evening.  Lit up by a thousand candles, 
this is a truly magical event. Lucy Fleming and Dominic West will read from Dame Stephanie's books and 
provide festive readings, accompanied by the beautiful voices of the Magdalen College Choir, conducted by 
Mark Williams. Tickets £35 www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-candlelit-christmas-evening-in-memory-of-dame-
stephanie-shirley-tickets-1503638556399?aff=oddtdtcreator  

 
Thursday 18 December 7:30pm  ~ THIS EVENT IS NOW SOLD OUT ~ Christmas Round Ours - Music 
Stories & Songs with Declan Bennett, Fra Fee & Their Friends straight from the West End! 
To join the waiting list please refer to event page  www.wegottickets.com/waiting-list/677830 

   

  

Saturday 20 December 7pm - OSJ MESSIAH A musical rite of the holiday season, the Baroque-era 
oratorio still awes listeners more than 250 years after the composer’s death. Using the traditional scoring. 
Tickets £5 - £30 www.osj.org.uk/osjevent/handel-messiah-7pm-at-dorchester-abbey-4/  

mailto:sam@dorchester-abbey.org.uk
http://www.dorchester-abbey.org.uk/whats-on/
mailto:movingmusicconcerts@gmail.com
http://www.soundresource.org.uk/whats-on
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Wednesday 31 December New Year's Eve Concert. 6pm  Join Orchestra of St John for Waltzes, Marches 
and Polkas Galore! A concert to set the feet tapping, the hands clapping with its joyous dance music, 
dispelling all thoughts of winter’s cold. 

Tickets £15 – £25  www.osj.org.uk/osjevent/new-years-eve-concert-6pm-at-dorchester-abbey-4/  

 

2026 January 

 
Sunday 11th January 3pm – 4:15pm ‘Birinus and all that’ A short cantata telling the history of the Abbey, 
including: the establishment of the Cathedral by St Birinus in the 7th century, · the building of the present 
church in the 13th century, · the naughty monks and destruction of the monastery in the 15th, · and the 
renovation of the church in the 19th, as well as the building of the School, (now the Village Hall), Rectory and 
Missionary College (later Hallidays antiques.)   

There will be an exhibition of facsimiles of historic documents, including the announcement by William the 
Conqueror that he was moving the diocese from Dorchester to Lincoln in 1072, and Richard Beauforest’s 
will, bequeathing the abbey to the village in 1554. 

There will also be another chance to hear Henry and His Wives , an account of the much-married monarch 
and his unfortunate consorts, premiered in 2025. 

Free Entry: Donations Fundraising for Dorchester Abbey 

 
Saturday 17th January 7pm FAURE AND SHOSTAKOVICH Piano Concerto No 2 is a jubilant, humorous 
work composed for Shostakovich’s son, featuring a lyrical slow movement and a finale full of clownish 
energy.  The Scottish Symphony is a musical journey inspired by Mendelssohn’s visit to Scotland in 1829, 
capturing its landscapes, folklore, and history.  Fauré's Pelléas et Mélisande is a suite of incidental music for 
Maeterlinck's symbolist play - a love triangle which leads to tragedy, jealousy, and death. Tickets: £17.50 – 
£30 www.osj.org.uk/osjevent/faure-and-shostakovich-7pm-at-dorchester-abbey/ 

 

For all above ticket links and for further information on all events including full listings for 

December, Christmas and January 2026 at the Abbey please visit: www.dorchester-

abbey.org.uk/whats-on/ #DorchesterAbbeyEvents 
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Culham Village Community WhatsApp Group 

Please scan the QR code below to join now! 

 
 

 

 

To engage with your local community, please join the ‘Culham Village Community’  
WhatsApp group.   

To scan the QR code above simply open up your ‘photo’ app and hover it over the QR code and 
join the relevant group that interests you. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Culham Village Defibrillator    

     

 

The Culham Village Defibrillator is located at the Culham Village Nursery & 

Preschool on an external wall facing onto the Glebe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Village News 
Village website:  www.culhamvillage.org.uk   

 

 

Culham Parish Council - November 12th 2025 - Summary of 

Meeting 

 
The meeting was attended by three councillors, the Parish Clerk, and members of the public. 
The meeting opened at 7:30PM and started with public participation, continued with the Parish 
Councillor’s report, the County Councillor’s report, the Clerk’s report, plus the general meeting. 
 
Public Participation: 
The meeting began with a public participation session where the following issues were raised: 
● Traffic on The Burycroft can be hazardous at times, as some drivers appear unsure of the 
road’s centre line. The council will check with Highways about the possibility of painting 
central road markings. 
● The grass along the A415 towards the Europa School is overgrown and could be 
mowed. Although this is the responsibility of SODC, the Parish Council may offer 
assistance. 
 
General meeting: 
The SESRO planning consultation was discussed. A public presentation of the project will be 
held in Culham on 10 December at 18:30, likely in the church. 
Other matters covered during the meeting included: 
 
● The Emergency Plan for Culham needs to be finalised, and public input will be 
required to identify some outstanding elements 
● The council approved the feasibility study for a sports pavilion on the recreation 
ground. 
● A village Christmas tree will be installed near the church this year. 
 
The following planning applications were discussed: 
- A new building proposed by the Europa School. 
- The HIF Thames Crossing, for which several conditions relating to visual impacts are still 
pending. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:15PM. 
 
Further details and links to documents referenced in these notes can be found on the Culham Parish Council 
website. 
 
https://culham-pc.gov.uk/ 
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SODC District Councillor’s Report – November 2025 
 
Cllr Sam Casey-Rerhaye – Sandford & the Wittenhams 
 

Joint Local Plan update 

The council has written a second letter to the Inspectors in response to their advice to withdraw the draft 

Plan. You can read the letter here (or at the end of this report): 

LPA40 South and Vale letter to our Inspectors 20 October 2025_Redacted 

The letter points out the most recent correspondence from the Matthew Pennycook MP, Minister of State for 

Housing and Planning, to Paul Morrison, Chief Executive of the Planning Inspectorate. The Minister outlines 

his expectation that local plans submitted in the current plan-making system should be treated with an 

appropriate degree of flexibility. He specifically refers to the Duty to Cooperate (DtC), asking Inspectors to be 

proportionate in what is expected as the DtC evidence, and to consider the context. His message is directly 

relevant to our Joint Local Plan. The Minister states: “In advance of the new plan-making system and 

mechanisms for cross-boundary cooperation coming into force, the final set of local plans being delivered 

within the current system remain essential to facilitating the effective delivery of housing, jobs and 

infrastructure. It is therefore critical that Inspectors approach examinations of current system plans with the 

appropriate degree of flexibility. The evidencing of expectations to establish whether the legal and 

soundness tests have been met – including with respect to the Duty to Cooperate – should be proportionate 

to the context in which plans in the existing system are being prepared.” 

Furthermore, Oxford City Council have re considered their housing need and published a draft option with 

lower housing numbers than in their previous one. The letter from SODC shows this revised housing 

requirement in a table: 

 

I hope this will convince the Inspectors to re consider their advice.  

Postal Voting 

New regulations mean residents who vote by post now need to reapply every three years if they wish to 

continue to cast their ballot this way.     

Starting with a short trial in October, the Council will write to people when their postal vote is up for renewal. 

The first group this rule change impacts, and who will receive a notification, will be those who applied for a 

postal vote on or before 31 January 2024. They will need to re-apply by 31 January 2026, otherwise their 

postal vote will expire. 

You can find more information on postal voting on the Electoral Commission website. 

Equalities and Diversity Roadshow 

The Council is travelling across the districts over the next few weeks for an Equalities Roadshow, speaking 

to the public about what the councils are doing to support equality and finding out more about what equality 

means to them. 

They have been in Thame and Wantage and the roadshow continues: 

Monday 3 November, Abingdon Market Place, 8am – 3pm 

Thursday 13 November, Henley Market Place, 8am – 3pm 

https://www.southandvale.gov.uk/app/uploads/2025/10/LPA40-South-and-Vale-letter-to-our-Inspectors-20-October-2025.pdf
https://southandvale.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=33bec1cf8b5523ad47c7183a0&id=9abfaa7dc0&e=bde07cf931


 

Friday 21 November, Wallingford Town Hall, 9am – 2pm 

(Didcot – date and location TBC) 

Waste and Recycling Updates Guide 

There are new easy-to-read guides to help residents with their waste and recycling. The guides include what 

items go in which bin, who to contact if a collection is missed, how to reduce your waste and much more. 

There are two guides, available to view now on our website. Paper copies will also be provided to new 

homes. 

For South Oxfordshire residents: 

• houses with individual wheelie bins - guide to waste and recycling   

• flats and properties with communal bins - guide to waste and recycling   

New webpages for Towns and Parishes 

The Climate team have developed a webpage hosting a variety of information for them from funding 

opportunities, ready-made strategies and case studies of other community projects which could offer them a 

framework for what they are trying to achieve. The page is under our Action on Climate and Nature page 

called What Town and Parish Councils can do (South/ Vale).  

Energy Saving Help and Ideas 

If residents are concerned about heating bills this winter, they may be interested in our updated energy 

saving leaflet available on our websites (South/Vale). The flyer comprises information about energy saving 

solutions from insulation to air source heat pumps and details of where people can get funding to help install 

these - including the new Warm Homes Grant.   

If Parish Councils would like some hard copies of this leaflet, please contact our Climate Team. 

Sam.casey-rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk 
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Other News 
 
 Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum hosts exhibition of local students’ art  

remembering the end of the Second World War and reflecting on the Holocaust. 

• Exhibition of work by Abingdon & Witney College Level 3 Art & Design 
students. 

• Commemorating 80 years since the end of the Second World War. 

• Focuses on the story of Oxfordshire soldiers involved in the Liberation of Bergen- 

• Belsen concentration camp. 

• Part of a series of events and exhibitions supported by the family of Holocaust 

• survivor Naomi Warren (nee Kaplan). 
 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock, is now hosting a powerful new exhibition of artwork 
by Level 3 Art & Design Students of Abingdon & Witney College. The exhibition, open until 9 
December 2025, marks 80 years since the end of the war and since the liberation of Bergen-Belsen 
concentration camp by Allied forces. 
The exhibition forms part of the museum’s wider commemoration of the Holocaust and the 
Oxfordshire Yeomanry’s role in liberating Bergen-Belsen. 
The project has seen students respond to deeply personal stories and artefacts from the museum’s 
collection - among them, those of Holocaust survivor Naomi Kaplan and Oxfordshire Yeomanry 
soldier Arthur Tyler. Arthur was approached by Naomi and wrote letters to her family in the US, 
eventually leading to her reuniting with them, and the start of a new life in Houston, Texas. 
Through creative interpretation, the students have produced thought-provoking works that explore 
memory, loss, hope, and resilience - offering a new generation’s response to this historic event. 
Naomi dedicated much of her later life educating on the holocaust and the dangers of 
discrimination, leaving a legacy which continues to this day through the Holocaust Museum Houston 
and now in the UK through Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum and projects like this one. 
Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum would like to thank the Warren Family (Naomi’s descendants) for 
their support of its arts and educational programmes. 
 
Letters from Liberation stands as a poignant testament to the power of art to bridge generations, 
connect communities, and highlight history’s most vital lessons. 
Abingdon & Witney College explain, ‘Our learners are encouraged to think, create, and collaborate 
like professional artists from their first day at College.’ 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

£200,000 taken from criminals 
going to local crime prevention 
initiatives 
I have recently announced the award of nearly 
£200,000 to 49 community and voluntary 
organisations to support crime prevention 
Initiatives. My Community Fund is always hugely 
over subscribed with 248 applications submitted 
for over £1.7m of funding, so unfortunately I know 
many will be disappointed. 
 
The Community Fund provides support to 
voluntary and community groups that help to 
prevent crime and keep communities safe. Importantly money for the Community Fund comes from 
proceeds from the sale of items seized from criminals that cannot be returned to their rightful owners and 
court orders. Making criminals pay, rather than the cash coming from taxpayers. 
 
I’m delighted that we are able to take money away from criminals and use it in a positive 
way, to support many of our hard-working communities and voluntary organisations in 
the Thames Valley to reduce crime further. 
 
In total there are 49 schemes funded across the whole of Thames Valley. To a flavour of 
the types of projects supported, here are a few of the local applications that were 
successful… 
● Bright Futures Oxfordshire, Youth mentoring scheme - £5,000.00 
● Didcot and Wallingford Didcot TRAIN, Inspiring young people - £6,000.00 
● Improving Road Safety in Long Wittenham - £5,700.00 
● Sandford-on-Thames Road Safety Initiative - £3,300.00 
● Gloves Not Gangs, Spartans Boxing Club, Abingdon - £4,000.00 
● Sweatbox Youth Work, Wantage - £5,000.00 
● Abingdon Damascus Youth, The Gazebo Project - £4,000.00 
● CCTV at Thomas Hughes Memorial Hall - £1,500.00 
● Fraud and Scam Awareness, Vale Community Impact - £5,000.00 
 
Successful recipients will attend a presentation event with members of the judiciary and Chief Constable in 
November. 



 

  

Cornerstone Arts, Didcot 
 

Beauty and the Beast 
 

Thursday 18 Dec 2025 to Wednesday 

31 Dec 2025 

 

£26, £21 Concessions/Child Tickets 



 

 

 

 

 



 

The Mouthpiece 

Please note that any opinions expressed in this newsletter are those of the contributors and not necessarily 

those of the editors. We accept contributions and advertisements in good faith and cannot be responsible for 

errors therein.   

 

Please send contributions for the February 2026 issue of The Mouthpiece by January 15th to:  

generalmouthpiece@gmail.com   

 

 

The Mouthpiece Team 
 

We always welcome new volunteers to join the team whether you enjoy editing, marketing or 

distribution – please contact Anne or Gordon directly if you are interested in joining us 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  



 

Local Services Directory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 room Bed & Breakfast 3 Star AA award 
Bar open Mon -Thurs 2pm - 10pm 

Fri & Sat 2pm - 11 pm 

Sun 12 -10pm 

Menu served  

Lunch: Mon- Fri 12 - 2pm  phone booking only 

Evening meal:  Mon – Sat 6pm to 9pm 

Sun lunch 12 - 2.30pm Roast Beef, Lamb or Chicken 

Phone 01235 528046 

Email: info@railwayinnculham.co.uk 

www.railwayinnculham.co.uk 



 

WHO IS WHO IN CULHAM  

CULHAM PARISH COUNCIL  

Chris Pritchard (Chair) c.pritchard@culham-pc.gov.uk    

Caroline Baird c.baird@culham-pc.gov.uk    

Sam Casey-Rerhaye  s.caseyrerhaye@culham-pc.gov.uk  3 The Burycroft, Culham 01235 635566 

Nacho Gimenez n.gimenez@culham-pc.gov.uk    

Mike Richmond-Cooper  m.richmondcooper@culham-pc.gov.uk   

Siobhan Sargeant s.sergeant@culham-pc.gov.uk  (Yes – the email is misspelled!)  

CLERK TO PARISH COUNCIL   

Denise Corney clerk@culham-pc.gov.uk    

DISTRICT COUNCILLOR  

Sam Casey-Rerhaye Sam.Casey-Rerhaye@southoxon.gov.uk  3 The Burycroft, Culham 01235 635566 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR  

Robin Bennett robin.jones@oxfordshire.gov.uk  +44 7916 93681 

ST PAUL'S CHURCH  

Associate Team Vicar:     Revd. Joanne Allen  revjoallen@gmail.com 

Dorchester Office: 01865 340007 

 

 

Ordained Local Minister Revd. David Haylett familyhaylett@yahoo.com  01865 407382 

Hon. Treasurer:   Andrew Churchill Stone 21 High Street, Culham 01235533011 

Churchwarden: vacancy   

Hon. Secretary:   vacancy   

FRIENDS OF ST PAUL'S CHURCH   

Chairman:   Philip Owen 6 The Green, Culham 01235 555223 

ST PAUL’S & CULHAM VILLAGE RE-ORDERING COMMTTEE  

Philip Owen    stpaulsandculhamvillage@gmail.com  6 The Green, Culham 01235 555223 

LADIES OF CULHAM (LOC)  

Laura Cooper ladiesofculham@gmail.com  Also Jenny Williams, Jo Oughtred  

CULHAM POORS ALLOTMENT CHARITY 

Hon Secretary Gordon Gibbs 32 High Street, Culham 01235 523679 

POLICE                        

Neighbourhood Policing Team Non-emergency Phone Number 101 

THE MOUTHPIECE generalmouthpiece@gmail.com    

Editors: Anne Churchill Stone 21 High Street, Culham 01235 533011 

 Gordon & Joan Gibbs 32 High Street, Culham 01235 523679 

Advertising Manager:   vacancy   

                                         advertmouthpiece@gmail.com   

Distribution:  Laura & Mike Cooper 9 Tollgate Road, Culham  
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